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Rugby Local Plan 

Second Stage Hearing 

Matter 13 – Secondary Education Provision 

 

Question 

In the light of the statement on secondary education to be submitted by the Council at the end of 

February 2018, does the RBLP make adequate provision for additional secondary education facilities 

to meet the needs arising from the housing growth proposed over the plan period to 2031? 

 

Hearing Statement 

1 Neither the statement provided by the county council on 7 March (OTH38) nor the 

statement of common ground signed by the county council on 21 January (OTH10) 

provide an assurance that the secondary education needs of children living in the 

Grandborough and Willoughby areas, including any future housing on the Lodge Farm 

site, will have adequate provision over the plan period. As we lie so far from Rugby 

whenever any school is over-subscribed we are amongst the first to be excluded through 

the operation of catchment areas. 

 

2 Grandborough and Willoughby are in the Ashlawn School priority area. However it has 

been many years since children in our villages who failed the 11-plus have been able to 

get into their priority area school. For the September 2018 entry the catchment area for 

Ashlawn School has a radius of only 0.763 miles. 13 years ago, when we moved to 

Grandborough, my own two daughters began attending Schools in Southam as there was 

no option or availability of spaces in Rugby, fortunately there was space in Southam but, 

I understand, this is no-longer the case.  

 

3 The opening of Rugby Free Secondary School has provided some relief. In 2016 it had 

some fifty spare places, in 2017 it had two spare places but it is over-subscribed for 2018 

entry. A letter from the county council, attached as appendix 1, shows that they predict 

the South of Rugby to have completely run out of secondary school places by 2020. 

 

4 Warwickshire County Council are not proposing opening any new schools until 

September 2022. Even then it will be in the North on the Rugby Radio Masts site. Getting 

to this school would require a lengthy journey through pinch points: 

Route 1: A45 and A426 – this passes through Dunchurch and the Gyratory before taking 

the new access road to the Radio Masts Site. 

Route 2: A45 and B4429 – this passes through Dunchurch and the Paddox junction before 

heading down Crick Road to the Radio Masts Site. 

Route 3: This involves rural roads, passing through Barby and then the tricky right turn 

from Barby Lane onto Crick Road before heading to the Radio Masts Site. 

However even with this school open the county council are still predicting that there will 

be a shortage of school places in Rugby rising to a shortfall of 559 places by September 

2024 (OTH38, page 3). So even the pupils from our area who made the long journey to 

the Radio Masts site might not have a place. 
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5 It is not until 2025 that the county council are proposing serious relief for our area with a 

new school in SW Rugby. This school would be too far to walk to and too dangerous to 

cycle to. Pupils travelling to the school would have to pass through the centre of 

Dunchurch adding to the pressures there. The county council have not said whether they 

intend to start this school one form at a time or all forms at once. If they take the first 

approach, as they did with Rugby Free Secondary School, it would be September 2030 

before a sixteen year old potential sixth former moving into the area would benefit from a 

place at the new school. 

 

6 However I have serious concerns that the new school which is being proposed for SW 

Rugby would not be large enough. Only six forms of entry are being proposed for SW 

Rugby and a further two forms of entry for Lodge Farm. (When I say not large enough I 

mean not large enough to take all the pupils who will need to go there – an eight form 

entry school would be the largest in Rugby and many pupils may find its sheer size 

intimidating). In August 2016 the county council said that they needed eight to nine forms 

of entry just for SW Rugby alone – see appendix 2 – the county council’s evidence to 

Rugby Borough Council on the Local Plan. If SW Rugby did generate the eight to nine 

forms of entry the county council were predicting less than two years ago there would be 

no room for pupils from our area. The new SW Rugby school would be over-subscribed, 

it would operate a catchment area and our children would be excluded. 

 

7 Transport and the need for transport to the schools is another matter for serious concern 

due to its lack of appropriate provision in the RBLP. The location and scale of 

developments planned and the lack of sufficient local places will mean that students and 

their parents will be forced to make considerable journeys to places of education; lack of 

suitable public transport/school buses means that many will have to use private cars, an 

unsustainable consequence of developing houses without local educational provision. 

 

8 In short the county council’s proposals are too little, too late. The situation looks bleak 

indeed with insufficient places for current demand let alone all for all those occupying 

proposed new houses. It is a long time since parents felt they had any real choice in where 

their children are educated; they just hope they’ll get in somewhere and if they do, that 

they’ll be able to actually, physically get them there. 

 

 

 

 

 

Carin Jackson 
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Appendix 1 – Letter from Warwickshire County Council to the Chair of Sustainable Hillside 

and Rokeby Education 

Dear Sally Chant, 

RE: Rugby Secondary Schools 

I am writing in response to your recent query regarding Rugby Secondary Schools and the need for an 

additional school ideally placed in the North of the Town.  

Currently the only school in the North Rugby planning area is The Avon Valley School, in all class years 

this school is either close to, or above its Published Admission Number (PAN). 

The table below (figure1) shows current numbers on roll, correct as of 4th April 2017. 

Figure1: 

 PAN Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

The Avon Valley 
School 

220 219 220 220 213 221 

 

The Avon Valley School was asked to offer 235 pupil places for the September 2016 allocation day. 

However, given that newly opened free schools, (such as the Rugby Free Secondary School) are not 

required to be part of the coordinated scheme, for this allocation only; parents were offered and were 

able to hold two places until the start of term.  

This meant that while there were sufficient places across the town for the initial allocation, The Avon 

Valley School, Harris C of E Academy and Bilton School all had higher allocations than the current Year 

7 cohort. Therefore, despite the Avon Valley School being asked to take up to 235 Year 7 pupils, due 

to pupils holding two place offers, it was predicted that this number would drop once the term had 

begun. The Avon Valley School expressed concerns at that time about accommodating these additional 

children.  

All but 10 students currently attending The Avon Valley School are from within Warwickshire County 

borders. This profile is expected to continue so there is no capacity within the school to accommodate 

more Warwickshire children in future cohorts as there can be no push back of pupils across the border. 

Despite the overall capacity being maintained, due to the constraints of the current school site, the 

North Rugby planning area will come under increasing pressure as a result of the ongoing 

developments at the Gateway, Coton Park, Coton House and Leicester Road sites. Combined, these 

developments will yield circa 2,500 homes and an estimated 700 secondary age pupils. These figures 

are taken from the latest version of the Rugby Borough Council draft local plan and include Coton House 

and all other developments taking place in North Rugby.   

The table below (figure2) shows the current forecast pupil numbers in the North Rugby planning area: 

 

 

Figure 2:  



  

4 
 

 
Capacity Forecast 

pupil 
numbers 

Sep-17 1100 1186 

Sep-18 1100 1240 

Sep-19 1100 1284 

Sep-20 1100 1310 

Sep-21 1100 1347 

Sep-22 1100 1390 

 

The Avon Valley School does not currently have a 6th form.  With the raising of the ‘Participation Age’ 

this means that students in the North of Rugby wishing to attend 6th form must travel to the South of the 

Town.  

The Avon Valley School is currently in the process of converting to an academy and as such 

Warwickshire County Council has no authority to force the school to expand its provision. This situation 

is similar to other schools in Rugby which are either Grammar Schools or part of an Academy Trust. 

Furthermore, the current school site is unviable for any meaningful expansion to the level that would be 

required to meet the forecast need. Indeed, even if all the current schools in Rugby were expanded this 

would still not meet the demand for school places.  

Consequently, a new school is required in Rugby, with the preferred location in the North.  This is in 

addition to the continued increase in capacity provided by Rugby Free Secondary School as it grows 

organically from the bottom up.  

This pressure on the North of the Town impacts the South significantly. Of the current 4254 pupils on 

role at the schools in the South Rugby planning area, 669 come from The Avon Valley Schools priority 

area. However it must be emphasised that opening a new school in the North alone, will not wholly 

alleviate these challenges, or the southward movement. The Grammar school element of Rugby means 

that pupils from the North will always travel to the South to attend those schools.  

The opening of Rugby Free Secondary School in September 2016 has mitigated a degree of the 

pressure on the South of the Town. However with the ongoing housing demands in the South of the 

town along the proposed Ashlawn Road development (an application for 860 homes, currently at 

appeal) there will be further pressure.  

Whilst the outcome of this appeal is awaited, Warwickshire County Council must include the site as 

developed in its forecasts. Furthermore the site is still considered part of the local plan as an element 

of the wider South West Rugby expansion and as such must be included in the figures.  

The table below (figure3) shows the current forecast pupil numbers in the South Rugby planning area, 

including the phased opening of Rugby Free Secondary School. 

Figure 3: 

 
Capacity  Forecast pupil 

numbers 

Sep-17 4,800 4545 

Sep-18 4,980 4812 

Sep-19 5,160 5159 

Sep-20 5340 5426 

Sep-21 5340 5539 
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Sep-22 5340 5675 

 

These forecasts demonstrate that the area will again be over capacity in September 2020.  The phased 

opening of the Rugby Free Secondary School has brought a degree of breathing space, and further 

schools are required to address the expectant demand. This data for Rugby as a whole shows that both 

the South and the North of Rugby are expected to come under heavy pressure as a result of primary 

cohorts moving through school along with volume of housing growth. 

The table below (figure 4) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across Rugby as a whole, including 

the phased opening of Rugby Free Secondary School. 

Figure 4: 

 
Capacity Forecast pupil 

numbers 

Sep-17 5900 5731 

Sep-18 6080 6052 

Sep-19 6260 6443 

Sep-20 6440 6736 

Sep-21 6440 6886 

Sep-22 6440 7065 

 

The table below (figure 5) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across Rugby as a whole if 

permission for Rugby Free Secondary School was refused and therefore could not take any further 

pupils beyond September 2017. Decreasing capacity shows the two year cohort at Rugby Free 

Secondary School moving through the school then leaving. 

 

 

Figure 5: 

 
Capacity Forecast pupil 

numbers 

Sep-17 5900 5731 

Sep-18 5900 6052 

Sep-19 5900 6443 

Sep-20 5900 6736 

Sep-21 5720 6886 

Sep-22 5540 7065 

 

Sep-18 4,980 4812 

Sep-19 5,160 5159 

Sep-20 5340 5426 

Sep-21 5340 5539 

Sep-22 5340 5675 
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These forecasts demonstrate that the area will again be over capacity in September 2020.  The phased 

opening of the Rugby Free Secondary School has brought a degree of breathing space, and further 

schools are required to address the expectant demand. This data for Rugby as a whole shows that both 

the South and the North of Rugby are expected to come under heavy pressure as a result of primary 

cohorts moving through school along with volume of housing growth. 

The table below (figure 4) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across Rugby as a whole, including 

the phased opening of Rugby Free Secondary School. 
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Capacity Forecast pupil 
numbers 
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The table below (figure 5) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across Rugby as a whole if 

permission for Rugby Free Secondary School was refused and therefore could not take any further 

pupils beyond September 2017. Decreasing capacity shows the two year cohort at Rugby Free 

Secondary School moving through the school then leaving. 

Figure 5: 
 

Capacity Forecast pupil 
numbers 

Sep-17 5900 5731 

Sep-18 5900 6052 

Sep-19 5900 6443 

Sep-20 5900 6736 

Sep-21 5720 6886 

Sep-22 5540 7065 

 

Therefore the opening of a new school in the North of Rugby in continuation with the phased opening 

of the Rugby Free Secondary School would allow the pupils from the Avon Valley priority area to move 

back into the North of the Town. Even if only half of the students move back to the North from Southern 

schools this would bring the South of the Town under overall capacity, (as long as the Rugby Free 

Secondary School remains open).  It also allows for the 4% surplus capacity WCC has identified to 

allow for flexibility to meet parental preference as much as possible, enable in-year transfers and allow 

families moving to an area to be able to secure a place at a local school or for each of their children at 

the same school. 

The table below (figure 6) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across the whole of Rugby detailing 

capacity figures surrounding the various options open to WCC to address this Secondary need in 

Rugby. 

 

Figure 6:  

Options 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
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Option 1 5900 5900 5900 5900 5720 5540 

Option 2 5900 5900 6170 6440 6710 6980 

Option 3 5900 5900 5940 6160 6380 6600 

Option 4 5900 6080 6260 6440 6440 6440 

Option 5 5900 6080 6530 6800 7070 7340 

Option 6 5900 6080 6480 6700 6920 7140 

Option 7 5900 6080 6260 6440 6440 6440 

Forecast 
pupil 

numbers 
5730 6052 6443 6737 6886 7065 

 

Figure 6 details the various options open to Warwickshire County Council over the coming years and 

how this will impact upon available pupil places in Rugby secondary schools. The green cells show 

where capacity will be greater than the predicted forecasts for that year; and red cells where there will 

be a deficit of places.  

• Option 1 - If Rugby Free School were to close and be prevented from taking pupils beyond 

September 2017. 

• Option 2 - RFSS shutting post September 2017, a new school in the North in September 2019 

at 270 pupils, which would make it the 3rd largest school in Warwickshire, would require a very 

large site which so far has not been found.1 

• Option 3 - RFSS shutting post September 2017 plus a new northern school the same size as 

Avon Valley at 220. 

• Option 4 - Capacity with RFSS continued phased opening. 

• Option 5 - RFSS phased opening plus opening a new school in the North at 270 pupils - which 

would make it the 3rd largest school in Warwickshire, would face same situations as Option 2 

in terms of finding a site.  

• Option 6 - RFSS phased opening plus a new northern school the same size as Avon Valley at 

220. 

• Option 7 - RFSS moved to alternative Site but phased opening continues. 

Therefore, it can be seen that option 5 or option 6 are the only options which would create enough 

spaces suitable for placing children within Secondary Schools. Option 5 is the most viable option as 

this provides sufficient places across the whole of the next 5 years. 

This data reflects the scale of the problem in the Rugby area and why the expansion of all existing 

schools cannot be considered as a solution to this problem. All non-selective schools would have to 

expand by at least 2 forms of entry to alleviate the pressure. Due to the selective nature of the grammar 

schools, expansion at those schools would not guarantee additional capacity for Rugby children. 

The complexities of this expansion are made all the more difficult as all the schools are Academies and, 

as mentioned in relation to The Avon Valley School, Warwickshire County Council has no authority to 

force an academy school to expand. It was suggested that Ashlawn was asked to expand on the existing 

site by increasing their PAN, as they already take near to two forms of entry over their published PAN 

from upheld appeals. They refused. Furthermore as an Academy they have the right to alter their 

admissions criteria, which they did as of September 2016, which exacerbated the problem further, as 

this enabled more pupils from outside of the Rugby area to gain a place at Ashlawn School.  

The possibility of expanding the current secondary schools is compounded by the urban nature of the 

existing schools, as largely they do not have the room to expand without compromising on other aspects 

of the school site. With regard to the email from Janet Neale, she does not state the school could or 

should expand.  The email states that the Bilton School could accommodate some children as it 

                                                           
1 This date is given as the earliest possible date that WCC and the EFA could go through due process 
to open a new secondary school. 
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currently has space in its upper cohorts. To infer from this that the school is being considered for 

expansion is incorrect. The only available option therefore is for additional schools in Rugby to 

accommodate increasing need. 

The two secondary schools identified in the local plan for Houlton development and the Rugby South 

West expansion cannot be considered as part of this solution for the existing need in Rugby as both 

schools will be sized accordingly to be self-serving, in that they will only be able to accommodate pupils 

from their respective developments. To request one of the schools be brought forward to take children 

not from the priority area is an unsustainable model. To do so would compromise children from Houlton 

securing places within the school once a sufficient number of homes have been built.  

Furthermore placing an additional secondary school on either of these sites would require increased 

contributions from developers who are highly to fund extra school provision beyond what in expected 

as a result of their development and has already been agreed. Negotiations for an additional secondary 

site on either the Houlton or South West Rugby developments have little chance of success as the 

Developer is under no obligation to provide any additional land or financial contributions, beyond that 

needed to mitigate the impact of their development.  

However as both sites are designed to be self-sustaining, forecasts have been created for solely the 

existing urban Rugby area (Rugby plus all permitted development and local plan but not including 

Houlton or South West Rugby) to highlight the pressure that Rugby town will be facing through basic 

need even though, as was emphasised earlier with the phasing of these sites, there will initially be some 

transfer of secondary pupils from these sites into the existing schools in Rugby. The table below 

(figure7) shows the current forecast pupil numbers across Rugby detailing forecasts and capacity 

figures surrounding the various options open to address Secondary need the existing urban Rugby area 

(Rugby plus all permitted development and local plan but not including Houlton or South West Rugby): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7:  

Various 
Options 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Option 1 5900 5900 5900 5900 5720 5540 

Option 2 5900 5900 6170 6440 6710 6980 

Option 3 5900 5900 5940 6160 6380 6600 

Option 4 5900 6080 6260 6440 6440 6440 

Option 5 5900 6080 6530 6800 7070 7340 

Option 6 5900 6080 6480 6700 6920 7140 

Option 7 5900 6080 6260 6440 6440 6440 

Forecasts 5725 6035 6398 6645 6747 6879 

 

• Option 1 - If Rugby Free School were to shut and be prevented from taking pupils beyond 

September 2017. 

• Option 2 - RFSS shutting post September 2017, a new school in the North in September 2019 

at 270 pupils - which would make it the 3rd largest school in Warwickshire, would require a very 

large site which so far has not been found. 
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• Option 3 - RFSS shutting post September 2017 + the new northern school would be same size 

as Avon Valley at 220. 

• Option 4 - Capacity with RFSS continued phased opening. 

• Option 5 - RFSS phased opening plus opening a new school in the North at 270 pupils - which 

would make it the 3rd largest school in Warwickshire, would face same situations as Option 2 

in terms of finding a site.  

• Option 6 - RFSS phased opening + the new northern school the same size as Avon Valley at 

220. 

• Option 7 - RFSS moved to alternative Site but phased opening continues. 

These forecasts show both these pressures as severely impacting upon the number of available places 

and creating a deficiency of spaces within Rugby secondary schools. 

The pressure within Rugby can be broken down further into a discussion of current primary age cohorts. 

With larger cohorts attending primary schools in the south central area of Rugby town, the location of 

the proposed permanent site for Rugby Free Secondary School is well placed to serve the existing and 

forecast secondary need in Rugby. In raw terms the PAN for Year 7 Entry of all Secondary schools in 

Rugby (including RFSS) is 1288; the current cohort in the Year 1 is 1342. This pressure from primary 

cohorts is particularly relevant in the South Central planning area of the town where the current Year 3 

cohort is over 50 pupils larger than the current year 6; the cohorts younger than the current Year 3 are 

similarly large. After several years of cohort growth, as these years move through Primary, as a result 

of housing and general in year migration this cohort alone will place significant pressure onto the 

Secondary schools in the South of the town. Both Rokeby Primary and Oakfield Academy are part of 

this wider trend and have larger year 3 cohorts than the current year 6 and this will also add to the 

pressure being faced in the south of Rugby Town. This is an important distinction to make as with 

pressure in the North of the Town, there will be increased pressure in the South, not due to housing or 

to increased migration from the North but solely from primary cohorts moving through into Secondary. 

This is therefore why Warwickshire County Council is working towards four new schools in Rugby 

(including Rugby Free Secondary School), as there is a genuine need for all four schools due to the 

pressure that primary cohorts moving through will place upon Secondary schools.  This places particular 

pressure on the south of the town, compounded by the ongoing housing developments in the South 

and North of Rugby as well as Houlton and the South West expansion.  

I believe we have given you the fullest picture possible in this letter.  I hope I have shown that the 

pressure on secondary school places is evident beyond the level resulting from new housing, and 

therefore the strategy being pursued by this council is appropriate to address that pressure.  

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Cllr Kam Kaur 
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Appendix 2 – Warwickshire County Council evidence to Rugby Borough Council on the Local 

Plan 

Rugby Local Plan – Education Requirements August 2016  
RESIDENTIAL ALLOCATIONS - AUGUST 2016                    

      Estimated Pupil Yield  
Approx. Forms of Entry  

Site Name  Dwellings  Primary  
11 to 

16  
Post 

16  
Primary  

Secondary 

11-18'  

                     

Rugby Urban Edge  13455  4620  3301  581  22  25  

Coton House  100  34  25  4  
1 to 2  1 to 2  

Coton Park East  855  294  210  37  

Rugby Gateway  1300  446  319  56  2  2 to 3  

Rugby Radio Station  6200  2129  1521  268  10  10 to 11  

South West Rugby  5000  1717  1226  216  8  8 to 9  

                     

Garden Village  1500  515  368  65  2 to 3  2 to 3  

Lodge Farm, Daventry Road  1500  515  368  65  2 to 3  2 to 3  

                     

Main Rural Settlements  540  185  132  22  up to 1  up to 1  

Land at Sherwood Farm, Binley Woods  75  26  18  3  

Up to 1  Up to 1  

Land off Lutterworth Road, Brinklow  100  34  25  4  

Land North of Coventry Road, Long Lawford  100  34  25  4  

Leamington Road, Ryton on Dunsmore  75  26  18  3  

The Old Orchard, Plott Lane, Stretton on Dunsmore  
25  9  6  1  

Land off Squires Road, Stretton on Dunsmore  50  17  12  2  

Linden Tree Bungalow, Wolston Lane, Wolston  15  5  4  1  

Land at Coventry Road, Wolvey  10  3  2  0  

Wolvey Campus, Leicester Road, Wolvey  90  31  22  4  

                     

Total  15495  5320  3801  668  
24 to 26  

28  

Total (excluding Gateway and Radio Station)  7995  2745  1961  344  
12 to 14  

14  

  

SEND provision: The LA also has a duty to ensure sufficient and appropriate education for those 

children with SEND.  Provision for these learners could encompass increasing provision in both 

special school and mainstream settings.  As well In terms of Early Years provision, there is likely to be 

a need to increase sufficiency through the expansion of existing provision or the creation of new 

provision in some of these rural settlements.  

Early Years Sufficiency: The LA has a duty ensure sufficient childcare for children aged 014 and free 

early years provision for eligible young children.  There will be a need to increase sufficiency through 
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the expansion of existing provision and/or the creation of new provision across the rural 

settlements, Rugby Town and Lodge Farm  

  

Primary Provision: There will be a need for new provision in the North of the Town, in South West 

Rugby and the Garden Village.  Some additional capacity maybe required across the Rural 

Settlements.  There are likely to be transport implications as a result of development in the rural 

settlements and the Garden Village  

Secondary (including 6th Form) Provision: In addition to the secondary provision being made on the 

Radio Mast Site (10 to 11 FE), the places that would need to be provided as a result of The Gateway 

development (2 to 3 FE) through increasing capacity in existing provision or new provision, and that 

that would be provided as part of South West Rugby (8 to 9 FE), it is estimated the remaining new 

allocations would still create the need to provide new secondary school provision for at least an 

additional 5 forms of entry (11 to 18) in Rugby Town.  Taking into account the large amount of 

already committed developments still to be constructed in the town, the already limited scope for 

increasing capacity in existing schools is likely to utilised, and therefore new provision will be needed 

to accommodate the new allocations.    

Considering the location of current and future provision, the need is going to be predominantly in 

the North of the Town where there is currently one secondary school with limited scope for 

expansion.  The Local Authority has a statutory duty to provide free transport for pupils (5-16) if 

their nearest school is beyond a 2 mile walking distance for primary age children and beyond 3 miles 

for secondary age children.  Current and proposed development for the North of the Town has seen 

and will continue to see the demand for school places in the local area rise but the supply of 

secondary school places within a 3 mile walking distance of this demand cannot currently be 

increased.  Failure to provide additional school places in the North of Rugby will leave a gap in pupil 

place sufficiency, impact on the promotion of sustainable travel and places further pressure on the 

school transport/transport infrastructure and budget.  Also placing too much provision in an area 

can impact on the viability of the existing provision in that area.  

Rugby Free Secondary School is due to open September 2016 and is required to accommodate 

current demand as a result of historical development in the Town.  Ashlawn Secondary School has 

recently received approval of their application to open a Free School in the area over the next couple 

of years.  The location of this school has yet to be confirmed.  If this school were to open in a 

suitable location in Rugby than this could address the 5FE shortfall in places that would be created 

by the new residential allocations  
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Main Rural Settlements  

Approximately 180 additional primary pupils could be yielded across the rural area as a result of the 

proposed allocations.  The short term/immediate impact of a development on education in these 

settlements is likely to be the need for the LA to transport pupils to the next nearest school with 

places in the required year group  

In the longer term there may need to be some changes in transport arrangements/routes for those 

on the periphery of priority areas.  Temporary or permanent accommodation may need to be an 

option in some areas such as Brinklow, Wolvey and Long Lawford.  Long Lawford needs additional 

accommodation to meet current demand and therefore without this accommodation further 

development will add to this requirement to provide additional pupil places in Long Lawford or 

elsewhere.  

In terms of secondary school provision, as well as the need to increase provision within the town 

additional transport costs will be incurred.  

Binley Woods: Binley Woods Primary School  

Majority of the children in area attend the school.  There is little movement from and to other out of 

area Warwickshire schools.  There is some fluctuating intake from out of county.  It is anticipated 

that there should be sufficient capacity to accommodate the residential allocation in the long term  

Brinklow: The Revel CofE Primary School  

The school operates across two sites; with the main site in Monks Kirby and the Reception unit in 

Brinklow.  Therefore, potential additional transport costs could be incurred if  

transporting more children to the main site in Monks Kirby.  A large priority area that borders Rugby 

Town.  Approximately two thirds of children attend the school from within the area with the 

remaining third comprised mainly of pupils from Rugby Town.  The Gateway development currently 

falls within The Revel’s priority area; however, only a very small number of pupils from this 

development currently attend The Revel with the majority attending closer schools in Rugby Town.  

The introduction of the new school on The Gateway in September 2019 or September 2020 will 

alleviate some of this potential demand.  

In the long term, pushing back pupils to other areas in Rugby should enable the school to 

accommodate this allocation and the large majority of its current priority area (excluding The 

Gateway and Coton House)  

Long Lawford: Long Lawford Primary School   

Currently requires additional accommodation to meet current demand.  A consultation is currently 

underway (September 2016) to increase the capacity at the school from 420 to 630 pupils and a 

planning application to expand the school is still to be determined.  Over 80% of pupils attending 

Long Lawford School reside within the priority area.  In recent years, the demand for places in the 

Cawston, Bilton and Central Rugby area is likely to have reduced the number of Long Lawford 

priority area children obtaining a place outside of the area.  It is anticipated that no further capacity 

would be required if the current proposal to increase the school from 2FE to 3FE goes ahead.  

Ryton on Dunsmore: Provost Williams CofE Primary School  

Approximately three quarters of pupils in the priority area attend Provost Williams.   
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Historically a small amount of pupils have attended nearby Knightlow Primary and Our Lady’s 

Catholic Primary School.  It is anticipated that there should be sufficient capacity to accommodate 

this allocation in the long term  

Stretton on Dunsmore: Knightlow C of E Primary School    

Priority area covers a large rural area with fluctuating cohort numbers.  Several pupils in each year 

group from Wolston St Margaret’s and Provost Williams areas attending the school.  It is anticipated 

that pupils in the area can be accommodated at the school in the long term although there will be a 

push back of pupils into areas already under pressure such as Wolston.  

Wolston: Wolston St Margarets CofE Primary School  

Approximately a third of pupils living in this priority area have been able to attend a preferred school 

in the neighbouring settlements.  Proposed development in these neighbouring areas could result in 

more pupils being pushed back and needing to be accommodated in this priority area school.  Some 

transport costs are likely to be incurred.  Development in this settlement should be kept at the 

minimum allocation.  

Wolvey: Wolvey CofE Primary School  

The majority of pupils attending this school reside within the priority area.  Some pupils from the 

priority area choose to attend schools in Bulkington.  It is likely that the push back effect of 

development in Bulkington would mean that in the short and long term further residential 

allocations in Wolvey would result in the school being unable to accommodate all pupils within their 

catchment area.  Therefore, both accommodation and transport implications are likely.  

Rugby Town North  

Additional primary provision (1FE to 2FE) required in this area of the Town – site identified on the 

Coton Park East site.  Site will need to be available in initial stage of development (Phase 2)  

In addition to the secondary provision being made on the Radio Mast Site and South West Rugby, 

the remaining new allocations could still create the need to provide new secondary school provision 

for at least 5 forms of entry (11 to 18) in Rugby Borough.  Considering the location of current and 

future provision, the need is going to be predominantly in the North of the Town where there is 

currently one secondary school with limited scope for expansion.  

  

  

South West Rugby  

Both Primary and Secondary Land provision to be made straightaway  

In terms of primary provision, 5000 homes are estimated to yield around 8FE.  This could equate to 

four 2FE primary schools.  At least one of these primary schools should have the potential to expand 

to 3FE.  One of the primary schools could also be co located with the secondary provision.  Following 

the IDP, in terms of delivery of land for education, the first primary and secondary provision would 

be received during Phase 2.  Land and delivery of second 2FE primary school during phase 3, with the 

third potentially during phase 4.  
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Lodge Farm  

Primary Provision – 2FE primary school with potential to become 3FE.  Land to be made available in 

the initial stage of development.  The sooner provision can be made the lower the transport costs 

the development is likely to incur  

Secondary Provision – adding to demand in the Town and will require home to school transport.  

Costs could be lower with suitable public transport in place  

 

 

 


