
Rugby Local Plan 

Hearing Statement 

Stage 2 Rugby Local Plan Hearings: 

Inspectors Question - Matter 13a - Is the Transport Policy positively prepared, 
effective.... to ‘avoid the adverse impacts of traffic’ rather than 
‘reduce’ its potential impacts  

1. SARD is a group of local residents – mainly from Rokeby & Overslade ward who are 

campaigning to improve the quality of our environment. We were recognised as a rule 6 

party in the recent appeal by Gallagher Estates against the decision by Rugby Borough 

Council to refuse planning consent for a major development to the North of Ashlawn 

Road. We review planning applications in the area running roughly from St Marie’s 

church (just to the South of the Town Centre) down to the Rainsbrook Valley and west 

to Dunchurch. 

2. This statement relates to the planned Southern relief road around Dunchurch which is 

proposed to run from the A426 west of Cock Robin Island to the A45 north west of 

Dunchurch.  Both the below issues fall into the "reduce impacts" category, rather than 

the "avoid impacts".   

3. After several iterations, this relief road is now proposed to join the A426 west of Cock 

Robin Island and the A45 between Dunchurch and the A45/ M45 junction.  This will 

necessitate two additional junctions, with potential additional congestion at peak 

periods.  We should be planning such relief roads to make them direct routes and 

minimise the numbers of junctions.  This road should be routed from the Cock Robin 

Island (not west of it as currently proposed), through to the A45/ M45 Island.  This 

would reduce the need for the two additional junctions (A426& A45), allowing this part 

of the proposal to then fall into the "Avoid adverse Impact" category.  To do this will, 

require Cock Robin Wood to be modified, the impact of which can easily be offset with 

the allocation of additional land. 

4. There is a determined planning outline for 860 homes on Ashlawn Road, part of the 

traffic mitigation for which is the provision of 3 south bound lanes on the A426 at 

Dunchurch crossroads.  This provision is deemed by most to be impractical, however it 

has been accepted.  Whatever, this very clearly falls into the "reduce impact" category. 

5. Timing of highways improvement:  Rugby's history of highways modification has always 

been one of "cart before the horse -   Lets create the development and worry about the 

impact later, and then waste several years while we put off the inevitable".  Neither of 

the above improvements have any timing requirement placed upon them.  We need a 

commitment from this Rugby Local Plan that Highways improvements are done early on 

and not years after the developments have been started or even completed.  The 

farcical traffic situation over the last 6 months around the Elliots Field redevelopment is 

a recent example of poor timing, inconveniencing thousands of people on a daily basis.    

Then we wonder why Britain has a  productivity problem 

David Ralph 

on behalf of SARD 

 


