
 

 
 

Text ‘Giving 70070’ with the words ‘WKWT01’ and the donation amount (e.g. WKWT01 £10) to help support our planning work. 

Mr Hayden 

c/o Rugby Borough Council 

Town Hall 

Evreux Way 

Rugby 

CV21 2RR 

 

6th March 2018 

 

Dear Mr Hayden, 

 

RE: Response to the Matters, Issues and Questions (MIQs) for Stage 2 Hearings of the Rugby 

Borough Local Plan Examination. 

 

This response from Warwickshire Wildlife Trust expands on our original submission to the Local Plan 

consultation in regard to the specific questions posed by the inspector on the natural environment 

policies. 

 

Issue 11a: Biodiversity and Geodiversity (Policies NE1 and NE2) 

1.a. The Wildlife Trust agrees with the Woodland’s Trust recommendation to make this policy clearer 

in terms of the degree of protection afforded to ancient woodland – the NPPF is clear that 

‘permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable 

habitats, including ancient woodland’ (para 118). 

 

Currently the policy makes reference to keeping development ‘as far away as possible from ancient 

woodland’ without explicitly stating that adverse effects to ancient woodland will not be permitted.  

 

The text could therefore be amended to provide wording for ancient woodland in a similar manor to 

that for SSSIs. 

 

2. The Wildlife Trust is supportive of this policy and believes it to be consistent with national policy. 

Government have an aim to halt the decline in the natural environment, and achieving net gains for 

nature which is reflected within paragraphs 7, 9, 17, 109, 114, 117 and 157 of the NPPF. 

 

Specifically, paragraph 157 states that Local Plans should ‘contain a clear strategy for enhancing the 



natural, built and historic environment…’. 

 

Whilst the term ‘significant’ within paragraph 118 has not been defined within planning guidance, 

the Trust argues that as there is an ambition to halt the loss of biodiversity and achieve net gains for 

nature, then any loss is significant as it is detrimental to this aim. 

 

The Biodiversity Offsetting metric has been developed and published by Government having 

undergone consultation with many ecological experts. The locally adopted version of this metric is 

therefore the most suitable method available of identifying net changes in biodiversity resulting 

from development. 

 

Issue 11b: Blue and Green Infrastructure (Policy NE3) 

The Trust believes this policy to be consistent with national policy. In our earlier response we 

suggested additions to the policy map which correspond with opportunities presented by the site 

allocations to better enhance the green infrastructure network. We believe these additions would 

make the policy more effective. 

 

Please contact me if you have any queries regarding this response. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Annie English 

Annie English 

Planning & Biodiversity Officer 

Annie.English@wkwt.org.uk 



 

 


