
 

 

 

Local Plan Consultation 

Development Strategy 

Growth and Investment Services 

Rugby Borough Council 

Evreux Way 

CV21 2RR 

 

    Local Plan Consultation 

Dear Sir, 

I have lodged several objections to the existing draft local plan most of which concerned the ecological 

unsustainability of the plan. Specifically, these objections referred to the value of the Rainsbrook 

Valley for farmland birds, migratory birds, European Protected Species and bird species afforded 

special protection under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended). I would further 

comment with regard to Issue 11b that I consider Policy NE3 is not effective and consistent with NPPS 

paragraphs 113,114 and 117 in that it does not create a comprehensive Green Infrastructure Network 

within the Borough by omitting to include the Rainsbrook Valley as part of that network. Additionally, 

I would comment with regard to Issue 11c that Policy NE4 is not effective and consistent with NPPS 

paragraph 109 in failing to recognise the Rainsbrook Valley as a key landscape with ecological value.  

The Rainsbrook constitutes a single wildlife habitat which is utilised by animals that move along the 

length of the watercourse. There are numerous species of mammals, birds, fish and invertebrates 

recorded from the Rainsbrook Valley that demonstrate this behaviour. I give two examples here to 

illustrate the way in which animals utilising one part of the valley may not be confined to that area, 

which functions as part of a wider home range. One resident species, European Otter, has a territory 

which will include all the tributaries of the river on which it is centred and can extend for up to 18 km 

in length. This species has been recorded on Toft Farm through which the Rainsbrook flows. Non-

resident bird species, such as Eurasian Wigeon and Common Teal, are regular winter visitors and 

known to move along the valley using different stretches of the Rainsbrook as water levels fluctuate. 

Increased disturbance at nearby Draycote Water has forced Eurasian Wigeon in the borough to rely 

almost entirely on river valleys for feeding in recent years. A site along the Avon at Newton now holds 

numbers significant at a regional level and the Avon and Rainsbrook Valleys are connected so it is likely 

there is movement of birds between the two.  

 

 



 

As a watercourse and a tributary of the River Leam the Rainsbrook is a geological feature. Migrating 

birds follow such features and will use the landscapes along them for resting and feeding, providing 

them with the energy to continue their journeys. The Rainsbrook Valley represents a ‘bottleneck’ of 

low ground through which migrating birds pass, connecting the Leam and Avon Valleys, which in turn 

link to the Severn and Welland respectively. The maps below are taken from Bird Migrants by Eric 

Simms. This seminal publication identified a migratory corridor linking the Wash to the Severn 

estuaries. Simms took compass bearings which established that the majority of birds passed along this 

route within 5˚ of 235˚. This bearing passes though the Rainsbrook Valley. An additional route has 

been established by myself passing directly over Lodge Farm, Woolscott (in the southern sector of the 

Rainsbrook Valley) and on to Napton-on-the-Hill (on the southern edge of the  Leam Valley) and from 

there to Edgehill before it deflects west and rejoins the main Cotswold Corridor (as shown in Map 2). 

This route is fully documented here http://www.rainsbrooknaturalhistory.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/1-A-Natural-History-of-the-Upper-Leam-Valley-Final-edit-1.pdf (pages 6-

10). 

 

Map 1. Major migration routes taken by migrating birds through the UK.  

 

http://www.rainsbrooknaturalhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/1-A-Natural-History-of-the-Upper-Leam-Valley-Final-edit-1.pdf
http://www.rainsbrooknaturalhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/1-A-Natural-History-of-the-Upper-Leam-Valley-Final-edit-1.pdf


 

Map 2. The migration route connecting the Wash to the Severn with the position of Rugby marked 

and showing the additional route passing W from Edgehill (which also passes over the Rainsbrook 

Valley). 

 

For the reasons above, I recommend that the Rainsbrook Valley should be included in the Green 

Infrastructure Network for Rugby Borough (Policy NE3)   Permanent aquatic and riparian habitats are 

provided by the Rainsbrook and temporal habitats occur during flooding.  

In addition, I would consider that the Rainsbrook Valley should be recognised as a key landscape in 

Policy NE4 due to its high ecological value.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Tim Marlow 

Director/Principal Ecologist Rainsbrook Ecology 

March 2018 

 

 

 


