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RUGBY LOCAL PLAN – STAGE II HEARING 
 
MATTER II – THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
RAINSBROOK VALLEY WHY IT SHOULD BE PROTECTED 
 
HEARING STATEMENT 
 
I live in Montague Road overlooking the fields which form the buffer zone between 
Dunchurch and Rugby.  This area is alive with wildlife from Muntjac Deer, Foxes, 
Small Mammals such as even a White Squirrel.  I have also removed a grass snake 
from my small back garden pond which was after the frogs (see photos).  The bird 
life ranges from Sparrow Hawks, Mallard Ducks, Woodpeckers to all the common 
species, Hedge Sparrow, Robin etc.  We have this year had an Egret (See photos). 
 
The fields are the only ones in the area where The Air Ambulance is able to land.  As 
the nearest Trauma Hospital is Coventry, this is another reason to keep the buffer 
zone especially with the amount of proposed new builds.  It is only common sense 
that it will be needed in the future, if only one life is saved it has served its purpose.  
(Photo enclosed showing Air Ambulance landing in field behind Montague Road.) 
 
When the Council put together its Local Plan, I understand that it did not have the 
County Council’s Rainsbrook Valley Landscape Sensitivity Study.  This study closely 
examines individual plots of land within the Rainsbrook Valley and is the most up to 
date study of this area the two fields behind Montague Road. 
 
The County Council survey comments on the value of the Rainsbrook Valley as a 
natural barrier to prevent the joining up of Dunchurch with Rugby. 
 

- Page 41 of the Report 17a ‘This zone forms the last remaining gap separating 
Rugby and Dunchurch and therefore development is inappropriate (LP36 – 
page 41). 
 

At this time, this is the only corridor for wildlife and it is important to maintain the 
green link between Dunchurch and Montague Road, Rugby with Cock Robin Wood, 
a wild life sanctuary.  The corridor suggested by the Council at the last Hearing in my 
mind in flawed.  No wildlife would venture through an estate built either side of a new 
relief road.  
 
The two fields behind Montague Road are very prone to flooding (See photos).  The 
Council’s answer to this  - ‘Oh it can be dealt with’.  How?  Where are they going to 



run all this water to?  It is a flood plain which will be made worse if built on.  The 
Sainsbury’s Roundabout after heavy rain is always flooded.  The water from this 
proposed new development will go the same way and I fear this time, houses will be 
flooded. 
 
In conclusion, I ask that this wildlife feature from Cock Robin Wood to the fields 
behind Montague Road be preserved.  This would also prevent the merger between 
Dunchurch and Rugby as outlined in the Rainsbrook Valley Plan not considered by 
The Rugby Borough Council. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
David C. Brockway 
 
 
 
Carmel Edwards 
Programme Officer 
Examination Rugby Borough Council 
Local Plan 
Town Hall 
Evreaux Way 
Rugby 
CV21 2RR 



 
 



 




