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Rugby Borough Council Draft Local Plan - Stage 2 Hearings 
 

Matters addressed 
• Matter 10 – Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities 

• Matter 11 – Natural Environment 
 

Particular issues / questions 
A. Should a minimum 30m buffer be placed around all of the woodlands at Cawston Spinney? 

 

B. Should a minimum 50m buffer be placed around the ancient woodland at Cawston Spinney 

including during the construction phase? 

 

C. Should the space required in HS4 for natural, semi-natural, parks and gardens be guaranteed as 

part of the plan, with shortfalls in surrounding areas made up for? 

 

D. Should the reservoir at the west end of Cawston Spinney be maintained as part of a wider feature 

including Cawston Spinney? 

 

E. Should the area between the west of Cawston Spinney, the reservoir and the proposed South West 

Rugby Spine Network Road be included as part of a wider feature including Cawston Spinney? 

 

F. Should a de facto country park for Rugby be created with upwards of three miles of cycle and 

walkways, landscaping and additional trees? 

 

G. Should the above feature form part of the green infrastructure plan? 

 

Answer in short 
Yes to all of the above questions. 

 

A Country Park for Rugby 
 

1. We have few enough green spaces in Rugby, relying on Ryton, Draycote and Daventry to provide 

significant outdoor space. 

 

2. Rugby Council's guidelines HS4 show the areas surrounding the development Admirals and 

Cawston, Bilton along with Rokeby and Overslade to be 44 hectares short of natural and semi-
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natural land, 27 hectares short of park and gardens. With 5000 new homes, an additional 30 

hectares of natural and semi-natural green space and 18 hectares of park and gardens are needed.  

 

3. A significant step towards meeting the needs of new and existing residents requires us to go 

beyond the narrow vision of the “Draft South West Rugby Masterplan” which shows approximately 

53 hectares of natural and semi-natural land in and around Cawston Spinney. While a good start, 

however, this lacks vision appearing to ignore the existence of Cawston Greenway (the well 

maintained disused Leamington railway line), builds houses on a flood plain at Brickyard Spinney 

and shrink wraps the Cawston Spinney with as little as a 15m buffer in places. This puts the wildlife 

in the Spinney and Greenway at risk from the consequences of new housing, such as domestic cats 

which can stray significant distances and human activity. Birds, rabbits and other wildlife will no 

doubt be reduced in numbers. 

 

4. The Woodland Trust’s advice to planners is for a minimum of a 50m buffer around ancient 

woodland in their document “Planner’s Manual for Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees” 

published in October 2017. Veteran trees require a distance greater than fifteen times their trunk 

diameter and 5m beyond the canopy of the trees. A mix of 50m and 30m buffers around 

woodlands at Cawston Spinney would provide a natural feel to the landscape. 

 

5. Given the above, there is a clear opportunity for the local plan to provide for the green space 

required by HS4, not just for the new development but for the surrounding areas as well. This can 

be achieved by expanding upon the ideas shown in the plan, adding just over 10 hectares with a 

wider buffer and significant connection to the Greenway at the west of the Spinney. If we also 

plant seeds, not houses on the floodplain we can create an effective country park for Rugby, such 

as that shown in appendix 1. It’s worth noting at this point that a total of 74 hectares of natural 

and semi-natural green space, and 45 hectares of park and gardens are required to meet HS4 for 

the new development and surrounding areas. 

 

6. Should the above be accepted then further, additions are needed to make this a living, usable 

space and part of the green infrastructure plan. The addition to and the enhancement of existing 

footpaths and bridleways will make the space more accessible and has the potential to create more 

than three miles of cycling and walking routes around the Cawston Spinney.  Connections to Cock 

Robin Wood and the Cawston Greenway would provide many miles more. Planting of additional 

trees and enhancing hedgerows will provide some compensation to the loss of wildlife habitat, 

while at the same time providing much-needed space for residents to breath. 

 

A. 7.    Transport links, via public transport, the A4071 and the “South West Rugby Spine Network 

Road” shown in the “Local Plan Draft Publication” will make this a space for residents across Rugby. 

In effect creating a country park for the residents of Rugby, something a town of its size needs to 

promote healthy and active lives. 

 

  

Lee Chase
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Appendix 1 – Example country park for Rugby 

Key 

Yellow Border of proposed park. West edge would abut both the disused Leamington railway line and proposed spine road. 

Purple Existing bridleways and footpaths 

White Potential footpath locations 

  


