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Matter 9: General Principles  

Issue 9a: Securing Sustainable Development (Policy GP1) 

1. The second half of Policy GP1, as proposed to be modified, reiterates the second part of 
paragraph 14 of the NPPF. The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) on Local Plans (ID: 12-010-
20140306) indicates that there should be no need to do this. Is there a need for Policy GP1? 

 

1. The policy as originally drafted did not accurately reproduce the wording within paragraph 14 of 

the Framework, from which it is taken, as the policy had omitted the reference as to ‘when a 

development plan is silent’.  

 

2. The Council proposes the following changes under reference LP54.1 to Policy GP1 and the third 

paragraph: Where there are no policies relevant to the application the development plan is 

absent, silent, or relevant policies are out of date…The policy as proposed to be modified 

(LP54.1) now reiterates the second part of paragraph 14 of the NPPF.    

 
3. Should the policy remain, then the above wording would appear appropriate.  However, 

paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 12-010-20140306 of the NPPG makes it clear that “there should 

be no need to reiterate policies that are already set out in the National Planning Policy 

Framework”.  Given this, it would appear that the policy provides nothing additional to that 

already provided in the Framework and its inclusion within the RBLP lacks justification.  Given 

the revised wording in the NPPF (March 2018) as currently being consulted on by the MHCLG 

in relation to paragraph 11, then it would appear the most appropriate position would be to 

remove to remove that element if the policy.  

 
Issue 9d: Parish or Neighbourhood Documents (Policy GP5) 1. Is Policy GP5, as proposed to  
be modified (LP54.3), justified and consistent with national policy, with particular respect to: 

a. The reiteration of the statutory provisions and policies in paragraphs 184 and 185 of 
the NPPF on the role and status of Neighbourhood Plans in the planning process? 

b. The weight to be given to non-statutory parish plans and design statements in the 
determination of planning applications? 

 

4. The Council proposes the changes under reference LP54.3 to Policy GP5.  These changes 

more appropriately meet the requirements of paragraphs 184 and 185 of the NPPF. In 

particular, the proposed modification recognises that, once made, Neighbourhood Development 

Plans (NDP) will form part of the development plan and distinguishes them from Parish Plans 

and Design Statements which are treated as material considerations. 
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5. However, whilst the proposed modification now includes the wording ‘be in general conformity 

with the Local Plan’, this is inconsistent with the wording of paragraph 184 of the Framework. 

The Framework, in paragraph 184, makes clear that neighbourhood planning provides a 

powerful set of tools. It specifically states that: “The ambition of the neighbourhood should be 

aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area. Neighbourhood plans must 

be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan”.  Although referencing the 

need for conformity with national policy, the policy does not make clear that neighbourhood 

plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. 

 

6. The policy also fails to recognise the varying weight to be placed on emerging neighbourhood 

plans when making decisions on the matters outlined. This is not consistent with paragraph 216 

of the Framework which states that decision-takers may also give weight to relevant policies in 

emerging plans according to inter alia the stage of preparation (the more advanced the 

preparation, the greater the weight that may be given). 

 

 

 


