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1. Poverty and social 
exclusion 

+ 0 4 3 2 4 

2. Services and 
facilities 

++ - 5 2 3 4 

3. Health +?/- + 2 or 4 4 4 5 

4. Housing ++ ++ 5 5 3 5 

5. Crime 0 0 3 3 3 3 

6. Economy + ++ 4 5 3 5 

7. Town centre 0 0 3 3 3 3 

8. Regeneration - - 2 2 2 4 

9. Resources --?/+ -- 1 or 4 1 1 1 

10. Waste - 0 2 0 2 3 

11. Climate change + + 4 4 3 4 

12. Flooding -? - 2 2 2 2 

13. Heritage 0? --? 3 1 3 3 

14. Sustainable 
transport 

++ + 5 4 4 5 

15. Pollution - 0/-- 2 3 1 3 

16. Biodiversity --?/+ --? 1 or 4 1 2 2 

17. Landscape -? -? 2 2 2 2 

18. Townscape 0 0 3 3 3 3 

    

Totals   53-60 48 46 61 

  

Key   -- = 1 Point - = 2 Points 0 = 3 Points + = 4 Points ++ = 5 Points 



 

Lodge Farm vs Walsgrave Hill Sustainability Analysis 

In December 2015, Rugby Borough Council produced a ‘preferred option’ for its local plan. This preferred option included the Walsgrave Hill site as a 

major allocation to deliver 1,500 new homes. The option was selected following a sustainability analysis of that site against all reasonable options, as is 

required by law. 

On 21 June 2017, the council approved a report at its Council meeting for the publication version of its local plan. This version of the plan did not include 

the Walsgrave Hill site, but instead allocated a different site (Lodge Farm) for 1,500 dwellings. The decision to proceed with this alternative site was 

unexpected given that most people would consider the Walsgrave Hill site to be more sustainable in terms of its impact upon the environment and vastly 

superior opportunities for reduced car borne travel. 

In order to understand the process better, a piece of work has been carried out to review the Sustainability Appraisals carried out on behalf of Rugby 

Borough Council relating to the two sites. The table above sets out the findings of this work. Key points arising from this analysis are set out below. 

 Sustainability Appraisal is a statutory process. The purpose is to promote sustainable development, making sure that the plan is the most 

appropriate when considered against all reasonable options. 

 Walsgrave Hill appraised in 2015, leading to the site being identified as a ‘Preferred Option’.  

 Lodge Farm was not deemed to be either a ‘reasonable option’ or a ‘preferred option’ in 2015. 

 Astonishingly, Rugby BC’s consultants (LUC) scored Lodge Farm significantly higher than Walsgrave Hill (52-60 vs 48). 

 Oxalis’ analysis of the two options against the same criteria scores Walsgrave Hill significantly higher than Lodge Farm (61 vs 46). 

 Numerous unexplained anomalies identified in Rugby BC’s SA analysis - suggests bias in favour of Lodge Farm.  

 Illogical conclusions relating to several criteria, leading to an outcome that is hard to comprehend. 

 Rugby BC has not selected the most sustainable option and has instead chosen a site that scores poorly against several key criteria 

 The Council’s analysis fails to recognise the clear benefits to the Walsgrave Hill site relating to matters such as public transport, access to the 

city centre, the hospital, employment and other services. 

 The SA incorrectly scores Lodge Farm extremely positively against criteria such as the economy, sustainable transport, access to service and 

facilities and poverty & social exclusion with minimal analysis or evidence to support this. 

 The council’s SA gives no recognition to the proximity of the Walsgrave Hill site to shops, public transport, employment and leisure facilities. No 

recognition given to the site’s proximity to one of the largest hospitals in the UK. 

 The council’s SA analysis fails to recognise how difficult the Lodge Farm site will be to integrate into the open and exposed landscape, 

compared with Walsgrave Hill which is on the edge of the main urban area, close to major employment and strategic highway infrastructure. 

 Most representations received in relation to the council’s SA consultation expressed strong concern that the Lodge Farm site had been 

appraised too positively. This includes Daventry District Council, in support of its objection to the Lodge Farm allocation. 

 Rugby BC is providing housing land that can’t be accommodated within Coventry City. It is illogical to put this housing in a remote location, 10 

miles from the City boundary. Residents who have a housing need in Coventry will be forced to find homes in adjoining local authorities. 

Allocating a site so far from where future residents will work or send their children to school represents a highly unsustainable solution. 


