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Northamptonshire County Council Hearing Statement for the Rugby 
Borough Local Plan Examination 

 

 

Matter 3 – Development Strategy 

Issue 3b: Strategic Allocations – Lodge Farm (policies DS5 and DS10) 
 

1 Context 
 

1.1 Since Northamptonshire County Council made representations on the Draft 
Publication Plan in October 2016, further work has been carried out by Rugby Borough 
Council with regards to traffic modelling following the concerns we previously raised.  

1.2 The traffic model has been extended to cover the villages of Barby and Kilsby to 
assess the cross-boundary impacts of the Plan on Northamptonshire, particularly 
traffic generated at Lodge Farm.  

1.3 We are comfortable with the extent of the model and the assumptions used for traffic 
generation and distribution for Lodge Farm as outlined in the Strategic Transport 
Assessment (LP 20 paragraphs 2.5 and 3.18, 3.20, 3.24) and following further 
clarifications from Rugby Borough Council.  

1.4 The further work to extend the Strategic Transport Assessment (LP 20 paragraphs 
7.43- 7.44) has identified that two junction mitigations will be required within 
Northamptonshire:  

 Daventry Road/ The Ridgeway – additional right-turn lane (delivery by 2026) 
(LP 20 Appendix B, page 6, Scheme 5); and 

 A5/A428 roundabout – signalisation of A428 eastbound approach and widening 
of western exit to allow movement east to west through the junction (delivery by 
2031) (LP 20 Appendix B, page 18, Scheme 17)  

1.5 Our outstanding concerns are explained in more detail below under the relevant 
Inspector MIQs. 

2 Inspector MIQs 

Question 1.c) What is the likely impact of the proposed development of the site on 

the following and what measures are proposed to adequately mitigate those 

impacts?  

 ecology, biodiversity and green infrastructure  

 landscape quality and character  

 agricultural land  

 heritage assets  

 strategic and local transport infrastructure  

 air and water quality and noise pollution  

 flood risk 
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2.1 As outlined above, we welcome the extension of the traffic model into Northamptonshire 
as outlined within the Strategic Transport Assessment (LP 20 paragraph 2.5).  We also 
welcome that Policy DS10 makes reference to ‘Further off-site measures to mitigate 
transport impact as detailed in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, including access to the 
local road network as deemed necessary through the Transport Assessment and agreed 
by Warwickshire County Council, Northamptonshire County Council and Highways 
England.’ We note however that neither the Infrastructure Development Plan (LP 01 
Appendix 3) nor the proposed Modifications (LP 54) actually make reference to the 
junction mitigations required within Northamptonshire as a result of the growth outlined 
in the Plan which is of concern. 

 

2.2 In line with our original representations and the wording of Policy DS10 we wish to see 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (LP 01 Appendix 3) reference the junction mitigations 
required in Northamptonshire. Without this clarity it remains unclear how contributions 
to the junction improvements required within Northamptonshire will be secured.  
  

Question 1.d) How would the development mitigate the impacts of additional 

traffic generation on the local roads and maximise the use of sustainable modes 

of travel? What evidence is there that the development could viably support the 

provision of a direct public transport link between Rugby and Daventry as 

required in Policy DS10? What would be the nature and frequency of the services?  

 

2.3 The Strategic Transport Assessment (LP 20 paragraphs 7.43-7.44) has identified that a 

junction improvement is required in Northamptonshire at Daventry Road/The Ridgeway 

to provide an additional right turn to mitigate the impact of the additional traffic 

generation on local roads within Northamptonshire as a result of the Plan.  

 

2.4 We have examined the land available at Daventry Road/The Ridgeway junction and the 

relevant design standards and concluded that there is not sufficient land within the 

highway boundary to accommodate the additional lane and the required visibility splays 

from The Ridgeway. We are not aware of any initial junction design work that has been 

undertaken by Rugby Borough Council. 

 

2.5 A junction improvement of this type at this location would therefore be very costly to 

deliver as it would require us to CPO the land required and it is likely to require utility 

diversions. There is also a property adjacent to the highway boundary which may require 

demolition.    

 

2.6 We therefore have two main concerns concerning the deliverability of a junction 

improvement at Daventry Road/ The Ridgeway; the lack of clarity around the means of 

securing funding from Lodge Farm (as outlined in paragraph 2.1 and 2.2 above) and 

the affordability of the scheme and the impact on the viability of Lodge Farm.    

 

2.7 The second junction improvement identified in the Strategic Traffic Assessment (LP 20 

paragraphs 7.43-7.44)) is at the A5/A428. This scheme requires the signalisation of 

the A428 eastbound approach and widening of the western exit to allow movement 

east to west through the junction. Again, we have concerns around certainty of 

securing funding for this improvement. 

 

Question 2) Will Policies DS5 and DS10, as proposed to be modified, be effective 

in securing the delivery of sustainable development at Lodge Farm through the 
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planning process? Do they contain all of the necessary safeguards and 

requirements to ensure the impacts of the development are appropriately 

mitigated? 

2.8 As outlined in our response to Question 1.d) further off-site measures are referred to in 

DS10, however there is no further reference or specific detail in the Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan (LP 01 Appendix 3) or Modifications (LP 54) relating to the mitigations 

required in Northamptonshire. 


