
 

 
 

Text ‘Giving 70070’ with the words ‘WKWT01’ and the donation amount (e.g. WKWT01 £10) to help support our planning work. 

c/o Rugby Borough Council 

Town Hall 

Evreux Way 

Rugby 

Warwickshire  

CV21 2RR 

4th January 2018 

Dear Mr Hayden 

RE: Written statement relating to Issue 3b: Strategic Allocations - South West Rugby (Policies DS5, 

DS8 and DS9), question 1b (impacts on ecology). 

In document LP54 ‘Table of Suggested Changes’ change reference LP54.35 reduces the mitigation 

required to protect the ancient woodland known as Cawston Spinney within the South West Rugby 

allocation to only a 15m semi-natural buffer. I believe that this will not be effective in achieving the 

aim of protecting the woodland so as to be in keeping with paragraph 118 of the NPPF, it does not 

follow Natural England’s Standing Advice on this matter.  

Natural England’s Standing Advice on Ancient Woodland can be found online here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences  

As accessed on 4/01/2018, the relevant paragraph relating to mitigating impacts from development 

on ancient woodland is copied below for ease of reference (highlight added): 

Mitigation measures 

Mitigation measures will depend on the development but could include: 

 putting up screening barriers to protect woodland or veteran trees from dust and pollution 

 noise reduction measures 

 leaving an appropriate buffer zone of semi-natural habitat between the development and 

the ancient woodland (depending on the scale and impact of development, a minimum 

buffer should be at least 15 metres to avoid root damage and at least 50m for pollution or 

trampling) 

 leaving a buffer zone at least 15 times larger than the diameter of a veteran tree or 5m from 

the edge of its canopy, if that’s greater 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences


 protecting veteran trees by designing open space around them 

 identifying and protecting trees that could become veteran trees in the future 

You will see that the advice is that a minimum of a 50m semi-natural buffer should be left when 

there is a risk of pollution or trampling. It is my professional opinion that the addition of up to 5000 

dwellings and infrastructure surrounding the woodland would put it at risk from being trampled by 

the additional visitors likely to result from the proximity of the new homes and also increase the risk 

of pollution from household chemicals such as garden pesticides. 

The minimum distance for an effective semi-natural buffer so as to suitably protect Cawston Spinney 

should therefore be 50m, and this is what needs to be within the policy wording for the policy to be 

effective in achieving its aims. 

Yours sincerely 

Annie English 

Annie English 

Planning & Biodiversity Officer 

Annie.English@wkwt.org.uk 



 

 


