
Rugby Borough Council Inspection Standards 
 
Lighting Equipment Reasons for Failure 

Front and rear lamps 
Lights inoperable or of insufficient intensity. Incorrect bulbs fitted. 
Lamps not properly aligned. 
Lamp flickers when tapped lightly by hand. 

Headlamps 

Stop lamps 

Rear reflectors 

Direction indicators 

Steering and suspension Reasons for Failure 

Steering control  
 

 
Inoperable, worn or faulty steering or suspension. Jagged edges 
on steering wheel rim. 

Steering mechanism/system 

Power steering 

Transmission 

Wheel bearings 

Front suspension 

Rear suspension 

Shock absorbers 

Brakes Reasons for Failure 

Controls/ABS warning system  

 
Any of the systems do not operate effectively and/or safely. 

Condition of service brake system 

Condition of parking brake system 

Service brake performance 

Parking brake performance 

Tyres and wheels Reasons for Failure 

Tyre type 
Damaged, worn, substandard or otherwise illegal tyres. 
Spare wheel, jack and wheel brace (or manufacturers’ alternative) 
not provided and secured. 

Tyre condition (including spare) 

Road wheels 

Seat belts Reasons for Failure 

Mountings Damaged, worn or 
incorrectly operating 
seatbelts. Insufficient 
seatbelts. 

Conditions 

General Reasons for Failure 

Driver’s view of the road, mirrors Loose, damaged, missing or defective mirrors. 

Horn Defective horn. 

Exhaust system Missing, insecure or inadequate heat shield. 

Fuel system Leaks, excessive wear, damaged or insecure pipes, missing filler 
cap. 

Exhaust emissions Excessive smoke emission. 

Body interior Excessive corrosion/damage, unsightly appearance, staining, 
sharp edges. 

Body exterior Excessive corrosion/damage, unsightly appearance, poor 
repair/paint match, sharp edges. 

Luggage space No separation from passenger seating area. 

Fire extinguisher and first aid kit First aid kit or fire extinguisher is missing, out of date or in a 
poor/contaminated condition. 

Meter – test and seal Meter not linked to roof sign. Meter not sealed. 

License plates/discs Damaged/illegible/insecure plate. License plate details do not 
match registration details. 

Roof sign and For Hire sign (HC 
only) 

Insecure sign, inconsistent/insufficient illumination, excessive 
damage to wiring. 

Doors Defective locks, windows, door lights, damaged/missing door 
seals. 

Seats Insecure seats or excessive dirt, stains, holes or tears. 



Electrical wiring and equipment Evidence of overheating. Heavily contaminated with oil. 

Speedo Speedometer inoperative or defective. 

Oil and water leaks Evidence of oil or water leaks including sun roof/windows. 

Wheelchair accessible vehicles Reasons for Failure 

Restraints and seatbelts Restraints/seatbelts missing, anchorage insecure, webbing 
frayed, locking ineffective 

Ramps Inappropriate/insufficient ramps, non-slip provision worn, risk of 
obstruction or trip hazard. 

Lifts Wiring defects, leaks, insufficient safety barriers, safe working 
load not displayed. 

 

I hereby certify that the above vehicle has been inspected to the 
standards above and has/has not* been found to be roadworthy 
to be used as a hackney carriage/private hire vehicle* at the time 
of inspection. 

 

 
 

Signed:                                                                 (Tester/Inspector) 

 
 

Name: (in capitals)                                               Date: 

Garage Name and Address: 
 
 
 

 
 

VTS (Vehicle Testing Station) 
Number: 

 

 
 

Authorised Examiner Number: 

WARNING:  IN MY OPINION, THE VEHICLE IS DANGEROUS TO DRIVE BECAUSE OF 

THE FOLLOWING DEFECT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*If the test is failed, please contact the Licensing Team on 01788 XXXX 

 


