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From: Chris Durno
Sent: 10 February 2026 15:33
To: Local Plan
Subject: Formal Support for Policy W1B – Restoration of Coventry Stadium, Brandon

To whom it may concern, 
I am writing to formally express my strong support for Policy W1B of the Rugby Borough Council 
Local Plan. As a lifelong Speedway fan for over 50 years and a regular attendee of Coventry Speedway 
during its decades of operation, I believe the restoration of the Brandon site is vital for the local 
community and the heritage of British motorsport.  
The inclusion of Policy W1B is a visionary step in protecting a site that holds immense cultural and 
historical value. My support for this policy is based on several key factors: 

1. Preservation of Sporting Heritage 

For over half a century, Brandon was more than just a stadium; it was the "Cathedral of Speedway." 
Having attended regularly for 50 years, I have witnessed first-hand how this venue put Rugby and 
Coventry on the international sporting map. Restoring the stadium ensures that this prestigious 
history is not lost to speculative development. 

2. Community and Social Value 

The stadium served as a hub for generations of families. The loss of the venue has left a significant 
void in the social fabric of the area. Policy W1B correctly identifies the site's potential for "other 
community uses," which would restore a sense of place and belonging for local residents and fans 
alike. 

3. Economic Impact 

A fully operational motorsport and community hub brings significant footfall to the borough. The 
restoration would support local businesses, create jobs, and attract visitors from across the country, 
providing a sustainable economic boost that housing or industrial development on this specific site 
cannot replicate. 

4. Protection Against Conflictive Development 

I particularly welcome the provision that “Planning permission will not be granted for development 
proposals which would conflict with these objectives.” This protection is essential to prevent the 
permanent loss of a unique sporting asset.  

The restoration of Coventry Stadium is not just about bringing back racing; it is about rectifying the 
loss of a premier sporting institution. I urge the Council to remain firm in its commitment to Policy 
W1B and to reject any proposals that threaten the future of motorsport at Brandon. 
Yours faithfully, 
Chris Turner 

  
 
 




