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Joint Comments from Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon District
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Background

Rugby Borough Council (RBC) adopted its Borough (Local) Plan on 4th June 2019. Planning
regulations require local authorities to review their plan every five years. The Council is consulting
upon its Proposed Submission Local Plan document which is the final stage of public consultation
prior to submission of the Plan to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government for examination by the Planning Inspectorate.

Warwick and Stratford on Avon District Councils have reviewed the Proposed Submission Local Plan
and considered how the policies and allocations could affect South Warwickshire. The comments
below only consider those matters where there may be an impact on South Warwickshire. The
absence of comments on other matters should not be seen as an expression of support or objection.

Comments - Land for Employment uses

The WMSESS/HEDNA Alignment Paper Addendum (November 2025) sets out a strategic industrial
employment need of 59-134ha in Area 7 (M6 / A45 / A46 / M45 Coventry & Rugby). The Rugby
Development Needs Topic Paper explains that the Council is seeking to meet the upper bound of this
range, pro-rated to 116.5ha of the Plan period up to 2042. The Paper then provides a residual
requirement of 88.77ha. However, it is unclear why the residual requirement, taking into account
commitments and completions, reduces the residual requirement set out within the
WMSESS/HEDNA Alignment Paper Addendum (November 2025) given that the WMSESS/HEDNA
Paper already takes into account completions and commitments. Additional clarification on this point
would be welcomed.

Comments - Pitches for Gypsies and Travellers

Policy S4 of the proposed Rugby Borough Local Plan (RBLP) sets out allocations for Gypsy and
Traveller Sites. The supporting text explains that the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment
(GTAA) found a need for 94 pitches (April 2024 to March 2042) and that a supply of 68 pitches is
identified which provides supply to beyond 2035. The GTAA breaks down the need into 5-year
periods which shows that whilst the proposed allocations are sufficient to meet the need over the
next 10 years, they are not sufficient for 15 years or the whole plan period.

The Planning Policy for Travellers Sites explains that Local Planning Authorities should identify a
supply of specific, developable sites or broad locations for growth for years 6 to 10 and, where
possible, for years 11-15. Additional explanation of why the year 11-15 need cannot be met through
allocations would be beneficial.
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It is also noted that the proposed policy includes criteria to assess windfall sites and such sites would
contribute to overall supply. An assessment of the likely supply of windfall sites based on past trends
would be helpful to evidence how this delivery route could contribute to meeting the needs of the

authority.



