




valley as a whole. In its evaluation of landscape value, Node concludes that the Rainsbrook 
Valley possesses sufficient scenic, recreational and amenity qualities to be regarded as a 
landscape of “good” value. The Assessment further concludes that: 

 the valley exhibits high susceptibility to major housing development, and 
 across the majority of the valley, overall landscape sensitivity is high, because the 

introduction of urbanising forms would be widely visible and would fundamentally alter 
the existing rural character. 

These findings carry considerable weight. They are not the opinions of an objector or promoter 
but the conclusions of RBC’s own commissioned landscape specialist, prepared as part of the 
formal evidence base underpinning the Local Plan. 

One of our Parish Businesses’, Dunchurch Pools Marina, commissioned INCOLA to provide a 
Landscape Sensitivity report (March 2026), applying the methodology employed by Node as to 
assess the remainder of the Rainsbrook Valley that was not assessed within the Node report 

Taking the nine ‘value factors’ INCOLA’s report assesses this remainder of the Rainsbrook 
Valley as follows: 
1. Natural Heritage – Moderate Contribution, with ecological designations, priority habitats, 

higher degree of woodland cover and intact field systems, as confirmed in our Parish’s own 
NDP. 

2. Cultural Heritage – Strong Contribution, with the Oxford Canal, Great Central Railway and 
areas of intact medieval field systems adding time depth to the landscape. 

3. Landscape Condition – Moderate to Strong Contribution, with large areas of intact historic 
field pattern. 

4. Distinctiveness – Moderate to Strong Contribution, with Barby Hill along with intact historic 
field patterns, Oxford Canal and Great Central Railway all creating a strong sense of place.  

5. Recreational – Strong Contribution, with well used public footpaths and long distance trail 
along with the Oxford Canal, one of the UK’s most used and popular inland waterways, 
offering significant tourism and recreational facilities. 

6. Perceptual (scenic) – Moderate to Strong Contribution, with expansive views across the 
valley and wider vale from Barby Hill within our Parish. 

7. Perceptual (wilderness and tranquillity) – Moderate Contribution, particularly the tranquil 
space created by the Oxford Canal and views from Barby Hill (within our Parish) across the 
valley and the wider vale landscape beyond creating a sense of remoteness. 

8. Associations – Moderate Contribution, with Rupert Brooke’s poem ‘The Chilterns’ being 
based on his walks from his home at Hillmorton, along the Oxford Canal and up Barby Hill. 

9. Functional – Moderate Contribution, with green and blue corridors, habitats and green 
infrastructure. 
 

Based on this, the INCOLA report concludes that it is clear the remainder of the Rainsbrook 
Valley is also of a High Landscape Sensitivity  
BOPC encourage RBC to reach a ‘common understanding & designation’ with WNC for the 
Valley as a whole.  
 

(Continue on a separate sheet /expand box if necessary) 

6.  Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Local 
Plan legally compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness 
matters you have identified at 5 above.  (Please note that non-compliance with 
the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  You will need 
to say why each modification will make the Local Plan legally compliant or sound.  
It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of 
any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible. 









The Planning Inspectorate’s privacy notice can be accessed here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publica-
tions/planning-inspectorate-privacy-notices 




